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Welcome to the Oihine County HunteNews, a monthly publication for
those interested in county hunting, with an orientation towardo&vation.

Contributions of articles, stories, letterand pictures to the editor are
wel comed, and may be included in fututl

The County Hunter News will attempt to provide you with interesting,
thought provoking articles, articles of county hunting history, or about
courty hunters or events, or provide news of upcoming events.

We hope you will enjoy the new County Hunter News. Feel free to forward,
or provide links. Permission is given for copying or quoting in part or all
provided credit is giveto the CHNews and tine author of article

County Hunter Nets ruon 14.0565, 10.122.5, ai@@565, with activity
nights on 3556.5 on Tuesday evenings aroufg8) Eastern Time. Also,
with low sunspot activity, most of the SSB activity now is on 7185.

You can see livepots of county hunter activity at ch.wérk.com

De NACD (email:telegraphy@verizon.ngt

Notes from the Editor

1) Monthly Report - Several mobiles have made nice trips during late

March and April. VOQE headed out to MT and ID from his QTH in CO.
Richard, K5SF, took an airplane up to Boston, and ran with temporary set up
in MA. Larry, NA7W, headed from TX out to the far west, running counties
along the way.


mailto:telegraphy@verizon.net

Kent,KL1V, madea two week trip. Hisadio died after a few days, and

with an emergency trip to Lubbock, TX, he secured a new IC7000. He got

back on track and put out most of the planned counBes pileups on 20M

CW1 not so many around on 20M SSBo solve the 20M cw pileups, Kent

requst ed Ol ate spottingd so he could wc
improved as the trip progressed with the pileups. Many could not hear most

of the others calling due to propagation.

Kent also usually ran on 40M SSB and CW, although it is téwayh south

TX, NM, and AZto work many on 40MHeexperiencds o me O spri ng
timed conditions in TX and OK (and in
need to be monitoring the weather situation carefully as severe

thunderstorms and tornadoes can quickly geayour plans!(lt was in the

40s back at his home QTH in ValdeZ)here were tarados and hail out in

the panhandleand some road closures as well.

WOETT ran a few on cw, and KB6UF headed up to Maine running along the
way with many on cw, and quitsfae w o0 band countiesd on ¢
owls. Ron likes to run late (like half the night!N2MH ran down to NC.

Those who travel for a living, or travel to get to job sites, put out quite a few
counties as well. Jim, KOARS and Jim, N9JF, ran nmangw from the

Midwest to the eastA few new mobilespotted on 20M SSB in the past

few months.N9JF ran on 80 cw as well late in the evenings.

The GA QSO party and Ml QSO party gavc«
Lots of activity!

For those chasg Master Platinum (and everyone can be), KC0JG, WG6X,
and K5GE put out quite a few counties on trips in April. ND3T was heard
on the road headed back wesiA9JJ and N9QPQ ran down to Santa Cruz
for the folks.

N7AKT changed c"dall asea, bral s kowN4AATEhE e 6 4
has his MG, so he is good for MP contactd! contacts after Feb. 12, 2003
with MG holders count toward MP.

Anyone can be collecting MP counties from mobiles that have received their
Master Gold Awardor the first par of the awardworking all counties with
a MG holder To get the second part of the requirements for MP, each



mobile with MG must transmit from 500 separate counties and work another
Master Gold holder. That 1 s Gold gi ve
to go out and run countiésa lot of them for everyone else to get the

counties. [Just like most people qualify for Masters Gold by running 1500

counties (which there can be repeats), for MP, people MUST run counties

after they get their MG, anab repeats allowef People with their MG can

also get credit for working someone from the county as well.

2) Conditions continue to favor the lower bands with most of the activity
on 40M these days. As spring arrives, many days also have a faintaoho
QRN from thunderstorms anormal part of dealing \th the lower

frequency bands. Crazy spring weather has affected mobile operations in
parts of the country with heavy rain, late snows, and spring time
thunderstorms including some tornadoes.

There were four peoplho havereceived the Single Band Award for 30

metersso far with the last being over 9 months ago. Several others were

closing in. What happened? 30M is still fairly decelsteveryone chasing

band counties on 40M and 80M noawnd forgetting about 30M? Is the next

Single Band going to be on 400MNr4)?Many of the Onet cont
were active on 30M now are on 40M. Either activity is way down, or the

spots are way down, and counties still run on 30M, but not spotted. Any

ideas?

3) Dayton - Tim, W8JJ, will be the forum moderator this year at the

Dayton Hamvention for the Friday afternoon County Hunter Forum. Plan to

attend if you are at Dayton this year. Dinmétbeat t he Ryands St
House at 5:3® pm. Room reerved in the reasame as last few years.

4) Radios of the 50s/60slf you ever look at the old radios showing up on
Ebay, you see a few surprises. After writing the article about radios from
the 1950s and 1960s in the March issue of the CHNewke sudrfing Ebay

for certain other items, | did a search on some of the early radio
manufacturers. What popped up? Would you believe the Gonset mobile
transmitter and receiver from the 50s up for sale (at a big price)? There is
one dealer selling theddset mobile converter. Theewas a KWM2 for

sale, and muchome station equipment from the peridseveral Multi

Elmacsi AF68 Transciter, AF67, power supplied! National NCX3, the
Heathkits Cheyenne transmitter and matching Comache receivé&tQHR



receiver and HX20, and otherd.suspect if you make it to the Daytiea
market youodol |l see some of these radios U

Heathkit Cheyenn80W CW/AM transmitter

5) A reader asked what is the O6opti mi
Efficient Power Amplifier) as described in tAg@ril 1, 2007 issue of the

County Hunter News. Astute readers realized they had to operate off the
resonantfrequecy of their antenna to get | ow
reactance, | eavi ng onl yepoweefrorhtbew O6r esi ¢
UEFA. You needdome SWR to get the UEFA working correctly.

Those with a scregiriver simply tunéghem to about SWRfal.1:1. If you

had fixed tuned resonators, you would tune them above the desired
frequency to give you somewhere between 2:1 and no more than about 8:1
SWR, the current limit for the UEFA design. Optimum? i4HBasy to
remembei just think April 1. (like 4/1/2007)

6) Gasoline pricesare creeping up. Gone up 35c/gallon here in a few

weeks, and it seems every time | pass the gas station, the price is up another

nickel. Several refineriemredown for spring maintenance, and several

others dow with production problems, fire damage, etc. World oil supplies

tight, and world oil inventories are shrinking. Soon we will find out whether
there is any oOextra capacityd or ever )
nearing max production, thenwill take a while to sink in, followed by a

couple years of denial, then it will get real interesting real fdstv, we



facing shortages of gasoline imports, refineries struggling with poorer
guality oil resulting in less gasoline per barrel, and iningademand for
gasoline from more people who drive more and more.

Refinery capacity in the USA running near full tilt, and there is no incentive
to build more. As one oil exec suggested, why build more oil refineries
when the government has mandateat #0% of all fuels must be ethanol
within 15 years? That means less gasoline nee@ed.at $4 this summer?
Any little glitch in the system and it will head that way.

7) KFOLZ T Dave-This month an article about Dave, KFOBAd his quest
forUSACAand Nth time around. After you I
happy propagation is so good on 40M and why CW is still doing well.

Those who dondot frequent 14.336 might
going on there.

8) Loads of oili not-Wo w é t hseinfoormation on the world wide web

Is amazing. Much of it is politics. One day we are told that Iraq suddenly

has o6twice as much oil 6 despite near/|\
concurring that Iraq has produced oil in large quantities from only 3 oil

fields, butsuddenly46 0 year ol d known fields are
prodigious level$ but never did in the pasEven funnier thaguddenly

there is all/l sorts of O60il &6 under Wes!t
will likely be naturalga f i el ds. Peopl e want to be
us. Many of the existing Iraqi fields will need tens of billions to rebuild and

maintain, and many likely have been damaged by over produchtostly

it is posturing by western oil companies towdi up the Iraqgi oil reserves so

there is room for all at the table.

9) Sign /m- Seems there are a few retired folks out there with too much

time on their hands, | ooking to break
decades, hams have identified mobye bsi gni ng &6/ mé or O&épor
As far as | can telthat is the common practice world wide. If you work

a DX station on Oholidaydé (vacation),
you will hear calls like PA/DJ2XYZ/p, or if you recall the QSLa&mom

Russian a previousa UAO/m call.

Now some ham 6l ooking for a probl emd \
an FCC missive which states USA static
as |l ong as they donoét conf |l Thetestwi t h al



of the world uses 66/ mé for mobil e.
requires that it come first, alway#. you are mobile in that country, you

must sign /mafter any callsign, taoStationssf r om out si de AMO | n
operating in the country musti gn A M/ DJ 2 XY Z o0, not the ¢
There can never beuffiabeingaconfuded. Therevsi t h t h ¢
al so no country with the prefix APO.

Net herl ands, or AP50 for n®&erbdah Kor ea.
conflict with o6/ pb6b for portable, no m:

Naturally, some contests like state QSO parties and the MARAC contest,

require you to identify as mobile when you are mobile, since you get extra

poi nts. Sempf dadl essl k@t pbinted out t|
the rul eso.

Since no country wil/| | et
it can never be a oconf |
nothing to oO0fixad.

you use 06mb
t |t

0
ct 6. I S N

10) Sunspots - from ARRL Letter, published by ARRL, Newington, CT,

Apr 20, 2007: ASol ar Fluxmeister Tad
Idaho, reports another with few or sonspots. Most days had zero spots,

but from time to time a new sunspot valppear, but only briefly. Expect

more of the same conditions, with few orsumspots. Eventually this year

we should reach a point where the only pfaeesolar activity to go is up.

11) E-mail service- You can now get your County Hunter News emailed to

you as soon as it comes out. 3a&ew.chnewsonline.com and click on

the 6Sign up for email deliveryo | ink.
the first of the month.

12) 40 CW - The 40M CW frequency hasifted to 7056.5 KHz due to

QRM from EU and RTTY on 7038.5. While the QRM has dissipated on
7038.5 with more daylight, when winter returns, the RTTY interference will
likely return. 7056.5 seems to work for mokate at night, you might need
to move davn 0.5KHz to get away from the traffic nets just above. 7185
works well after the foreign broadcast in Chinese fades out.

An arrangement with the OMISS group that takes over the frequency at
0100Z needs to be workedous e ems t hey we nat forleogoukei nncgy
after we had selected 7185, and they wound up thee&s after we started


http://www.chnewsonline.com/

using iti maybe months afteand are discontent that our net runs late.

Duh! The reason we moved to 7185 is that there was NO other group there!
Some mobiles rumng late have kept our net running late. Usually not a
problem.

Titanic Museum

If you should be passing through Branson, MO, be sure to check out the

Titanic Museum. http://www.titanicbranson.com | t 6 s open al |l th
in 2007, and has a radio room which is similar to that of the original ship,

which went down April 14/151912 - 95 years ago with some very

expensive original equipment from that era, on loan from those who own it.

Radio Museum Receivérpart of Radio Room
Loaned by Jim Kreuzer

AThe story of the distress calls from
many amater radio publications particularly the use of SOS being sent for

the first time. What actually did happen? Was this story true? Did the

operators on the TITANIC keep sending until the encroaching water flooded

their radio room? Did they go down with thegghThe answer to these

guestions and many other examples of heroism and human failings which

this disaster produced can be found in the records of the two official

hearings, the United States Senate hearing, and the British Court of Inquiry.

A

http://jproc.cal/radiostor/titanic.html
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ARAs of t en RHlifepitpatiams "truthnis straeger than fiction". The
most recent blockbuster movie is a must see and many parts are based on the
recorded factdjowever, many are not and are the result of 'artisease.
One of the closest representations still remains the 1958 black and white
British production, 'A Night To Remember’, based on Walter Lord's
excellent book of the same name. Those CW buffsngneoir numbers will
find that the Morse depicted in this film is actually readable. This film also
spends much time on the most ironic event in the chapter of calamities
which befell the stricken liner, that being the Marconi operator on the
CALIFORNIAN shutting down his operations half an hour before Jack
Phillips (the TITANIC's first operator) commenced sending distress
signal s. o

AAccor di ng TANICB wireless was furrctoning until ten
minutes before the ship's final death throes at aboQt&2y2Monday April

15. As we have seen, Jack Phillips as the principal operator, came back on
duty and commenced sending CQD followed by MGY. CQD was the
Marconi conventional distress signal and MGY was the TITANIC's call
sign. While SOS was also used, é.0

fAs a result of the part played by wireless in the events surrounding the loss
of the TITANIC, 24 hour radio watch was introduced. The strange set of
coincidences which resulted in one radio operator shutting down at a critical
time and another contactiniget stricken liner by pure chance would not be
permitted to happen again.

Thus followed a requirement for all ships to continuously monitor 500 KHz
for ship in distress messagés.This was the case until recently, when ships
no longer need to monitor 5@Hz. If hams are lucky, we might get an
allocation down in the 495 to 505 KHz region in the upcoming WARC.
Several nations allow use of narrow channels in this area.

I f one delves further into the origin:
interestinghi st or vy. From K5RWO0s excell ent
at http://www.telegrapfoffice.com/ we learn that the first use of the new
OWirelessd for emergency communicati or
Goodwin lightship off the coast of England was rammed by another ship in

fog, and the radio used to summon help.



http://www.telegraph-office.com/

By 1904, there were many traAslantic ships equipped with Marconi
wireless. The commonly used woall 06CQ«
waves as well. Most of the shipboard operators came out of the landline

telegraph industry and brought their practices with them. CQ preceded time

signals and messages of general interest.

At the first international congress on wireless transmissidi®03, the

I talians proposed ASSSDDDo for the
sendingd and | eave the channel open
not adopted, but | ater DDD was often 1
duringanemergencl. n 1904, the Marconi company
CQ Distress. Some have suggested it
was not the case. It was just a distress call and 3 letter abbreviation.

At the second Berlin Radiotelegraphior@erence in 1906hey proposed
theusde he @A S OS oThesGemmbans had been using this since 1905. It
was not until 1908 that this was formally ratified.

For the USA, the first wireless rescue occurred in 1905, as a lightship of
Nantucket sent O Md&deBnd Amencan Motsee iTheat i on all
American Morse code was used on the radio along the USA coasts up till the

1950s!

After 1934, American ships monitored 600 meters (500 Khz), except for the

Great Lakes, which used 410 Khz for automated systems. A quiad fer

3 minutes each half hour had to be observed. Around 1911, companies
started to use AQSTO as a preamble to

CQ.

Thereds | ots of interesting history at
day or dea¢bard day.

During April, special event station WOS operated from the museum along
with other stations memorializing the loss the of Titanic.



Titanic Radio Room Replica

from http://jproc.ca/radiostor)tﬁanic.html

fiShe was touted as the safest ship ever built, so safe that she carried only 20
lifeboats- enough to provide accommodation for only half her 2,200

passengers and crew. This discrepancy rested on the bdlighitethe

ship's construction made her "unsinkable," her lifeboats were necessary only

to rescue sur Vvi Vvor@mm ®dugr@twhi@r Si nking

EyeWitness to History www.eyewitnesstohistory.com (2000). )

Ifyouwantacpy of the O6straight keyd6 used o
replica today from England.

See
http://secured.titanichistoricalsociety.org/store/tek®2as)=products&specif

ic=joemdqj8

About $199. This is 1912 style key.
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Lots of reading about the Titanic at

http://www.maconi.com/Home/about us/Our%20History/Marconi%20Heri

tage/Titanic%2090th%20Anniversary/those%20saved

Way back in 1968 or saqy roommate way back theat my first jobin
Schaumburg, ILwas Earl Shuman. (forget his callsigine tme he
casually mentioed that his mothewas a Titanic survivor a small child

back i n 1912. 't didndt mean much wuil
out,and thent was a very personaBlonnecti on. Smal |l wor
was a long, long time ago.

Ifyougett uckered out with too much dédcount

check out the Christian Famihhttp://www.bransoncourier.com/issue
12/bransorchrigian dankim-accordianmusicma699.html Should be a
great show that they put on.

Reader Feedback

Dear Editor,

| know what | have to say regarding the Volume 3 Issue 4 April 1,
2007 County Hunter News will not be popular with most readers
nor wil | it coincide with the opinions of today's amateurs, however
| feel compelled to speak my mind on a couple of concerns. |If
I'm shooting myself in the foot here, as far as any further help
with CHing, then so be it.

| am very new to CHing and therefore | do not have the historic
perspective that most county hunters apparently have. From my
point of view, most of the CHers | have had the opportunity to

work have had a high level of operating skills and have been eager
to help a new-comer to the CHing hobb y such as myself. Never
have | been treated with any disrespect nor felt like a "dried cow
chip".
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My second bone of contention is with the  political content of the
CHN. Again, from my point of view all controversial subjects

should be discussed in for ums other than one dedicated primarily
to ham radio. Since | live in six -land and count myself as a
progressive thinker | would no doubt be labeled one of the eco -
freaks that are mentioned in the "Summer Gas Prices" piece. I
would hope that the great avo cation of Amateur Radio would have
room for all points of view, yet that it will never turn into a soap -
box for any one political stance. | know that | can choose not to
read CHN, just as | can turn the dial when | stumble across some
political diatribe o n the air, but my hope is that we can all operate
with the Amateurs Code in mind. As the amateur operator is
always: CONSIDERATE... never knowingly operating in such a way
as to lessen the pleasure of others.

Thanks for an otherwise great publication. Yours in peace and 73,

Ross F. Guldenbrein
WG6FG

De N4CD: Ross operates only on cw.

The Government on Peak QOill

The Government Accounting Office (GAO) has issued a 100+ page
document on Peak Qil. You can find it at:

http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d07283.pdf

The full title is:


http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d07283.pdf

oUncertainty about Future Oil Supply I
Develop a Strategy for Addressing a Pea k and Decline in Qil
Productiono

This predicts oil production will  peak between now and 2040, but
the conclusion is the most iIimportant
dondét have a pland and

Aln the United States, alternative f uce
challenges that could impede their ability to mitigde consequences of a
peak and decline in oil production, unless sufficient time and effort are
brought to bear. For example, although corn ethanol production is
technically feasible, it is more expensive to produce than gasoline and will
require costly imestments in infrastructure, such as pipelines and storage
tanks, before it can become widely available as a primary fuel. Key
alternative technologies currently supply the equivalent of only about 1
percent of U.S. consumption of petroleum products, hadepartment of
Energy (DOE) projects that even by 2015, they could displace only the
equivalent of 4 percent of projected U.S. annual consumption. In such
circumstances, an imminent peak and sharp decline in oil production could
cause a worldwide receesi.o

Mccording to our analysis, 85 percent
in countries with mediurto-high investment risk or where foreign

investment is prohibited, on the basisf and Gas Journaéstimates of oil

reserves. (See fig. 8.) Fexample,overone hi rd of the worl do:
reserves lie in only five countri@sChina, Iran, Iraqg, Nigeria, and

Venezueld all of which have a high likelihood of seeing a worsening

investment climate. Three countries with large oil resén&saudi Aabia,

Kuwait, and Mexicd prohibit foreign investment in the oil sector, and most

major oilproducing countries have some type of restrictions on foreign

investment. Furthermore, some countries that previously allowed foreign
investment, such as Russia arehezuela, appear to be reasserting state

control over the oil sector, according to DGE.

ATheconsequences would be most dii€a peak occurred soon, without
warning, and were followed by a sharp decline in oil production because
alternative energy soces, particularly for transportation, are not yet
available in large quantitieSuch a peak would require sharp reductions



in oil consumption, and the competition for increasingly scarce energy
would drive up prices, possibly to unprecedented levels, csimg severe
economic damageWhile these consequences would be felt globally, the
United States as the largest consumer of oil and one of the nations most
heavily dependent on oil for transportatiomy be especially vulnerable
among the industrializedant i ons of the worl d. o

Of course, readers of the County Hunter News have been aware of this issue
for the past two years. Now, the government is acknowledging that Peak Oll
IS going to happen, and happen within a short pedydnder how many

readers acially read about that GAO report, or heard much on the news?

Not many, i kel y. AnGl obal War mi ngo
0gl obal warmingdéd may be the dédpoliti
are going to have to burn less gasoline, and lemgpower in the futurie

not really because of &6éclimate concer:
the gasoline available!

ry .1

i
c al

With Cantarell in Mexico now declining faster and fagticliningeven

faster than the worst case predictions, and eachimtwimgs even further

worse news!), and some very interesting news from Saudi, and with USA
gasoline usage growing even faster than predicted (earlier Daylight Savings
caused even more gas to be burned) by nearly 1%, it is going to get very
interesting vey quickly.

From the Chairman of Schlumberger, one of the largest providers of
technology to the oil industry:

A" " We continue to believe the most fr:
projections is the age of the existing production base and the censequ

failure of current activity levels to slow decline rates. This environment,

when coupled with delays in the increasingly complex projects that our

operators are undertaking means the supply response to create adequate

levels of spare production willka longer than we originally anticipated.”

That means that the old oil fields are
anything about the dramatic fall off in output. Not only that, the delays and
complexity in trying to get new production on line is goingatice longer.

Thus, there will be little to fill any gap, and it is going to be a very bumpy

ride!



Saudi Arabia Oil Output

http://archive.gulfnews.com/articles/07/04/01¥16135.html

Government spending to boost Sa
Arabia GDP

fRiyadh: Economic growth in Saudi Arabia, the largest Gulf Arab ecor
could accelerate this year on the back of a projected rise in governme
spending, Riyadh Bank said in a researgore

The kingdom's fifth largest bank by market value expects gross domes
product to grow 4.3 per cent in 2007 compared to 4.2 per cent in 2006

Saudi oil production is expected to fall from an average 9.12 million be
per day in 2006 to 8.44 midin bpd in 2007. "For 2007 ... we forecast oll
prices to rise/fall by $3 per barrel," it said

N4 CD c¢ omme nt ail proditctiomizé? .While some simply
suggest that Saudi is observinggelnposed o6équotasbdé to kee
others are not buying @t argument.

The world is expecting ever more output from Saudi every yaaktast

the Cornucom@ns like the USGS and CERAMatt Simmons has suggested

that oil producing countries may decide NOT to increase output, but to

preserve the ability oheir fields to continue producirfgr longer periods.

Pushing fields too hard can actually result in less total oil recovered. Just

|l i ke i f you want to preserve your abil
to do high i mpact isel?hdusgdageveryddy | | o u't
pushing yourself to the limit. &U might wishtad ¢ o n' s eprevertd t o


http://archive.gulfnews.com/articles/07/04/01/10115135.html




